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A LETTER from a DissgN TIN G MivisTER, ad- 
dreſſed, ſeparately, to three GENTLEMEN, accom- 
panied with Dr. HazxTLev's © Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion;” as printed by the London Unitarian So- 
ciety from his e Obſervations on Man.” 


4% To. Mr. 


« Drar SIR, 


« I BEG leave to addreſs you on a ſubject, which has, more 
than theſe twelve months, borne on my mind with a truly ſerious 
weight: in which, however, I conceive you are more deeply con- 
cerned than Iam; and, therefore, the freedom with which I would 
intrude upon you, ſhould be aſcribed to friendſhip, or the benevolent 
ſentiment. The matter, to which I refer, is the evident diſregard, 
if not the entire rejection of chriſtianity, which I have with pain ob- 
ſerved, and with greater pain reflected upon it, you have expreſſed 
before others as well as myſelf. 

A little attention muſt convince you, that I have no great pecu- 
niary intereſt depending on my being a preacher of chriſtianity : for 
the income I derive from it is very inadequate to the ſupport of a 
family: and I have ſhewn myſelf not wholly incapable of more lu- 
crative employments. But the character of a preacher of the goſpel, 
I have, from early life, conſidered as the moſt honourable and uſe- 
ful one I could ſuſtain. 'That I am not as uſeful as I wiſh to be in 
it, is a daily burden to my mind; and one of the greateſt diſcourage. 
ments I have felt has ariſen from the conduct which you and two 
other gentlemen, your relatives, have obſerved towards the inſtitu- 
tions of religion, and the belief of revelation. F 

I have been ready, at times, to think that there muſt have been 
ſome great defect in the diſcharge of my miniſterial office, that the 
deſcendants of my particular friends ſhould, on arriving at years, of 
maturity, not only fet looſe to, but diſcard, chriſtanity. But 
though I have not gone through a courſe of catechetical lectures 
with the youth of my congregation, I reflect with pleaſure, that I 
have, in my diſcourſes from the pulpit, and in ſome publications 
from the preſs, not to mention ſome modes of perſona] application, 
paid more attention than is, perhaps, uſually done, to awaken a 
ſenſe of religion in their minds, and to lead them into ſomc ac- 
quaintance with its evidences, 

Bat, whatever have been my defects, or my beſt endeavours, I 
beg leave to make one effort more to call up your attention to 4 
fubje, which is of the firſt importance to the melioration of the 
world, and to the conduct and expectation of every individual. This 
is by requeſting your acceptance of the little piece ſent with this, and 
urging my warmeſt recommendations of it to mY candid, calm, and 
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1 Letter to @ ſerptieal Friend. 


repeated peruſal. I do this with the more confidence, becauſe it did 
not come from the pen of a clergyman of any denomination, but from 
that of a laymas and of a phyſician ; from a, writer of the firſt abili- 
ties, and who is thought, by good judges, to have been a Ne w- 
TON with reſpect to the philoſophy of the mind. 

So far is it from being the fad, that revelation has been diſcarded 
by men of ſenſe, that it hath been embraced, it hath been inveſtigated, 
it hath been defended by laymen of the firſt name for learning and 
— in all ages. A . Bacon received it. A Boyle, a Locte, a 

ewton, a Lord Lyttelton embraced it, not as the effect of education, 
but in conſequence of fudying its evidences. A Sir Fohn Pringle, 
was brought back, from a ſtate of ſcepticiſm, by an inveſtigation of 
its proofs, to the firm belief of it. To theſe names may be added 
that of the greateſt philoſopher of the age, and its moſt zealous ad- 
vocate, Dr. Pr1z8TLEY. Pure Chriſtianity recommends itſelf to 
the enlightened mind. - 

The point which I do devoutly wiſh to carry with you, is to en- 
gage you in a fair examination of the evidences of our faith, that 
you may be a chriſtian on conviction. 

I am ſenſible, that difficulties and objections may attend this, as 
well as other enquiries : but every cauſe deſerves an impartial 
hearing. There may be difficulties on moſt points of ſcience and 
literature, which do not admit a full ſolution : but it is a juſt as well 
as old obſervation, that a fool can ſtart ten objections for one a wiſe 
man can anſwer.” A preponderance of evidence ought to weigh 
with a conſiderate man. 

The excellence of the chriſtian morality, I find, is univerſally ad, 
mitted ; but without admitting the divine miſſion of Jeſus, who 
taught it, it wants authority : it conſiſts of fine ſentiments merely, 
but hath not the force or ſanction of a lav; and will, of courſe- 
have very little influence. The excellence of Chriſt's moral charac- 
ter is admitted; but the ſuſpicion, that he violated truth and integ- 
rity, when he ſaid, my doctrine is not mine, but Hi: that ſent 
me; the ſuſpicion that he was a geceiver of the people, and even 
ſo as to expoſe them to all evil in his cauſe, is not compatible with 
aſcribing to him moral excellence. No fa&s, it may be aſſerted, at 
ſuch a diſtance of time are ſo well atteſted, as thoſe on which the 
chriſtian religion is founded. All antiquity,” as a learned man 
faid, confirms and corroborates revelation *”. 

It ſeems, I have obſerved, very difficult with many to conceive 
of the exiſtence of miracles. But ſuch do not, it appears to me, 
reflect that che coe courſe of Providence is as wonderful as an 
miracle: and that the uſual phænomena of nature would be incredi- 
ble, becauſe the apparent means are inadequate to the effect, were 
they not daily before our eyes. Such do not reflect on the preſent 
fingular and peculiar ſtate of the Jewiſh nation, as ſurprilag an 


* Dr. Lardner has, with ſuch candour, labour, and kill, enquired into the im- 
mediate and collateral evidences of chriſtianity, as would ſufficiently eſtabliſh its 
credibility and authority, if it were a matter of diſpute in a court of law, where 
Juſtice was to take — and determine. I ſhould be glad to know what Deiſts have 
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event, conſidered in all its circumſtances, as any miracle recorded 
in the New Teſtament. Such do not reflect, that it would have 
been the greateſt of all miracles, had chriſtianity, without miracles, 
eſtabliſhed itſelf in the world, independently of the aid of any 
worldly power and intereſt, againſt all worldly prejudices, intereſts, 
and powers. - 

You, my dear fir, will do me the credit, I hope, to believe, 
that I am not more partial to prieſtcraft and hierarchies than your- 
ſelf. I ama friend to chriſtianity, becauſe it furniſhes principles 
ſubverſive of prieſtcraft and intolerance. I wiſh you, I wiſh every 
friend, and every man, to embrace chriſtianity on conviction, that 
his mind may be open to the full force of the 3. moral 228 
On chriſtian principles have the moſt excellent characters been 
formed: but doth experience ſupply, or doth hiſtory record any in- 
ſtance, where the moral character, eſpecially the devotional charac- 
ter, which refers to Deity,. hath been ſtrengthened and improved by 
the,belief of chriſtianity ? I wiſh this, that the hour of ſorrow, 3 
from grief or from a Tate of guilt, may be ſoothed by the riche 
conſolations. I wiſh this, that his life may terminate with exalted 


hope. | 

Should chriſtianity prove falſe, it is a Peatng and elevating de- 
luſion: it yields comfort and hope, and raiſes the mind above this 
world. Should it prove true, he reception of it will be infinitely 
ſatisfactory and advantageous. There is at leaſt evidence enough to 
give a chance for the truth of it; and this chance is big with ſuch 
conſequences on our virtue, comfort, and happineſs, eſpecially for 
an HEREAFTER, that it is worth while to riſk a great deal upon 
it: or not to reject it without the moſt mature and ſober conſidera- 
tion of its evidences. Ws 

But, I fear, I ſhall tire you: yet I muſt beg you will indulge me 
with one ſentiment more on this important ſubje& : which I will 
deliver in the words of a diſtinguiſhed author, whoſe writings on 
the truth of chriſtianity are peculiarly ſtrong and nervous. 

It is this, © that had Jeſus Chriſt delivered no other declaration 
than the following: The hour is coming when all that are in the 
graves ſhall hear 2 voice, and come forth; they that have done 
good to the reſurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the 
reſurrection of condemnation:“ he had pronounced a meſſage of ineſti- 
mable importance, and well worthy that ſplendid apparatus of pro- 


teſted; a meſſage in which the wiſeſt of mankind would rejoice to 
find an anſwer to their doubts, and reſt to their enquiries. It is 
idle to ſay, a future ſtate had been diſcovered already, it had been 
diſcoyered as the Copernican ſyſtem was, it was one gueſs amon 
many. He alone diſcovers who proves, and no man can prove this 
point, but the Teacher who teſtifies by nuracles that his doctrine 
came from God “. 


* Archdeacon PALEY. The learned Dr. Parr, ſpeaking of the above paragraph, 
fays, „for comprehenſion of remark, ſolidity of thought, and ſolemn grandeur of 
diction, I confider it as one of the nobleſt inſtances of compoſition in the Engliſh lan- 
guage," Sequel to Currie's printed paper. p. 101. note. 
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Excuſe my freedom; excuſe my detaining you fo long. I have 
acquitted my mind of a duty, which I have judged friendſhip and 
affeRtion to you, love to truth, and my regards to the great Author 


of my faith and hope dictated. 
Win every good wiſh, I am, dear Sir, 


and Servant. 
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